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The universally acclaimed and award-winning Oxford History of Western Music is the eminent
musicologist Richard Taruskin's provocative, erudite telling of the story of Western music from its
earliest days to the present. Each book in this superlative five-volume set illuminates-through a
representative sampling of masterworks-the themes, styles, and currents that give shape and
direction to a significant period in the history of Western music.Music in the Early Twentieth
Century , the fourth volume in Richard Taruskin's history, looks at the first half of the twentieth
century, from the beginnings of Modernism in the last decade of the nineteenth century right up
to the end of World War II. Taruskin discusses modernism in Germany and France as reflected in
the work of Mahler, Strauss, Satie, and Debussy, the modern ballets of Stravinsky, the use of
twelve-tone technique in the years following World War I, the music of Charles Ives, the
influence of peasant songs on Bela Bartok, Stravinsky's neo-classical phase and the real
beginnings of 20th-century music, the vision of America as seen in the works of such composers
as W.C. Handy, George Gershwin, and Virgil Thomson, and the impact of totalitarianism on the
works of a range of musicians from Toscanini to Shostakovich



Music in the Late Twentieth Century: The Oxford History of Western Music, Music in the
Nineteenth Century: The Oxford History of Western Music, Music from the Earliest Notations to
the Sixteenth Century: The Oxford History of Western Music, Music in the Seventeenth and
Eighteenth Centuries: The Oxford History of Western Music, Oxford History of Western Music: 5-
vol. set (The Oxford History of Western Music), Wagnerism: Art and Politics in the Shadow of
Music, The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century (PICADOR), The Free World: Art
and Thought in the Cold War, Rough Ideas: Reflections on Music and More, Every Good Boy
Does Fine: A Love Story, in Music Lessons, The Collected Tales of Nikolai Gogol (Vintage
Classics), Beethoven: Anguish and Triumph, Mozart: The Reign of Love, Modern Music and
After, Bach's Musical Universe: The Composer and His Work



Roger, “The 5 volumes are excellent, Taruskin writes marvelously well. The 5 volumes are
excellent, Taruskin writes marvelously well, you can read it almost like a novel. I learnt a lot, and I
found very interesting the way he situates the composer in his time with all the aesthetic,
literature and philosophical discussions. I highly recommend Taruskin's History.The only
criticism I have to the book is that he writes extensively on some minor composers like Gottshalk
(35 pages), and around 5 o 6 complete chapters of 50 or 60 pages each to north american and
english composers, and only 3 pages on Grieg, 3 pages on Sibelius, and there is no mention at
all to Spanish composer with the sole exception of Manuel de Falla, only 10 lines. Gaspar Sanz,
Albeniz, Granados, are completely absent, even though they had a great influence in European
music (On Bizet, Lalo, Rimsky, Ravel, Etc, Etc). Joaquin Rodrigo is not even mentioned.And if
you want to give an importance to American Composers, South America also exists and Villa
Lobos deserves at least a mention.My name is Roger Calles, and I am from the spanish
speaking world.”

roducl, “Worthy contribution to the entire project. The entire series is worthy of the extravagent
praise it has received. This is the volume where my personal taste differs markedly. I also have
some different views of the actual history. However, I often judge the value of a book by the
enthusiasm with which I disagree. There can be no argument that Taruskin's take on more "pop"
forms of American music being part and parcel of the grander "history of western music" is an
authentic and valid percdeption.”

Ebook TopsCutsomer, “Won't buy it because PDF only. I own the paperback version for the 5
volumes and have been picking up the Kindle versions because of the ease of search and would
rather mark up the kindle versions. This is an incredibly well done history, but will not be
purchasing this volume until they provide a true Kindle version. One star deducted because of
this problem.”

Geoffrey Morris Evans, “Five Stars. A great reference book.”

Laurie, “Amazing book. Amazing book, great price, definitely worth having a copy”

Johanna Földesi, “Best music history book ever!. Best music history book! Taruskin writes about
music history in an accessible language which is really rate in this genre.”

The book by Richard Taruskin has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 40 people have provided feedback.
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